
First Presbyterian Church
South Charleston, West Virginia

STATED SESSION MEETING
February 17, 2009

The Stated Meeting of the Session of First Presbyterian Church, South 
Charleston, was called to order at 7:00 pm, Tuesday, February 17, 2009, by Gary 
McGrew, Moderator.  Session members present (marked P) or excused (marked 
Ex) were:

P
Gary McGrew, 
Moderator P Marchietta Bailey P Ellen Bush

P Doug Calderwood P Barbara 
Cruickshank

P Dave 
Davison

P Liz Greene Rick Hayes P Bruce 
Jeffries

P Dave Long EX Jan Long P Jim Lowe

P Sandy Melton P Mark Nelson P
Charlie 
Raines

P Mallissa Smith P Tom Titus

P      John Melton, 
Trustee

      Date        School       Worship     Minister
January 6, 2009            43        113 Communion
January 13, 2009            41        111 Gary McGrew
January 20, 2009            47        118 Gary McGrew
January 27, 2009            43          90 Gary McGrew

Devotions:
Marchietta Bailey led the devotions.

Agenda:
The agenda for this meeting was approved by common consent.

Minutes:
The minutes for the Stated Meeting of January 17, 2009 were approved by 
common consent with the correction of the spelling of Dave Davison’s name.

Excused Absences:  Ellen reported that requests for excused absences were 
requested by Jan Long and Greg Smith.



Correspondence:
The only item of correspondence was a notice from Presbytery announcing the 
“Effective Meeting for Committees (and Sessions)” event.  Ellen has a copy of the 
notice if anyone is interested is attending.

Request from Gideons:
A request from the Gideons has been received.  Bruce Jeffries moved and Dave 
Davison seconded that the Gideons be approved for March 22, 2009.  A Good 
Will Offering will be collected at the end of the service.

Treasurer’s Report:
No report was received as the Treasurer was absent.

Trustee Report:
The Trustee’s report was accepted as information.  A property inventory will be 
discussed for the future.

Stewardship Committee:   
Dave Davison reported that the Finance Committee had identified some 
problems and these along with the recommendations are being put into place.  
Tom Titus recommended that an eight person sub-committee be formed to do a 
5 year overview of the church money and budget along with a five year plan.  
Volunteers should contact Tom.  
A policy for vouchers is being written to make sure that all vouchers are signed 
before a check is signed.  This would exclude payroll.
Tom reported that Bill Miller has been asked to do the church audit this year.  An 
answer has not yet been received.  

Worship Committee:
Mark Nelson reported that a calendar has been developed for Communion 
preparation.  The committee has also developed assisting elder guidelines and 
guidelines for the liturgist.
Mark reviewed the upcoming worship services including Ash Wednesday, Lenten 
and Easter services.

Education Committee:
The committee report was accepted as information.  

Mission Committee:
Ellen Bush reported that the Valentine Dinner was a bid success and will be 
considered again for next year.  The Haiti Mission Trip is in March.



Fellowship Committee:
Sandy Melton reported that the Ash Wednesday Pancake Dinner will be held on 
February 25, 2009 at 6:15.  Worship service will be at 7:00 pm.  This will be a 
service of Meditation and Prayer.  
Sandy reviewed the WOW scheduled for the remainder of the year.  The Easter 
Festival will be held on April 1, 2009, Maundy Thursday Service will be on April 9, 
2009, and the Martin Luther King Chorus will perform on April 29, 2009.
The Session would like to thank Sandy for her work on the WOW schedule.  

Communication Committee: 
This is the previous Commitment and Care Committee.  Dave Long reported that 
this committee will communicate care especially for those on the fringe.  
Transportation will be provided for Tm Haines and Guy Cain.  Other needs will be 
met as needed.
Gary reported that the web site is being seen by non-members and we currently 
have a young couple visiting who found us on the web site.  Mark and Colin 
Nelson have their duet performed in church several weeks ago on You Tube and 
Lisa and the youth have a very nice site with video and audio.  

Property Committee:
Jim Lowe and Charlie Raines reported that the new kitchen policy will be ready 
for the March meeting.  If anyone has a suggestion, please email them.  

Administration Committee:  
Bruce Jeffries reported that this committee is looking for several new members.  
The committee report was accepted as information.
Staff Appreciation Sunday will be on May 3, 2009.

Child development Center:
The Child Development Center will hold an Open House on April 19, 2009.  
Tom Titus reported that January was a very good month for the CDC.
A special thank you to those who are participating with the CDC as readers.  
This is going well.  

Presbyterian Women:
The Presbyterian Women are hold wedding showers in February and March for 
Jan Smith and Amy McGrew.  

New Business:
Committee Night will be March 3, 2009 for most committees.  Committee reports 
are due on March 10, 2009.  The March Stated Meeting will be held on March 17, 
2009 and the worship leader will be Gary McGrew.  



Closing:
Dave Davison moved that the meeting be adjourned and this was approved.  
The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. Gary McGrew.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________
Rev. Gary McGrew, Moderator

_________________________
Ellen Bush, Clerk of Session



Property Committee
March 3, 2009

Attendance: Jim Lowe, Charlie Raines, Bob Cruickshank, Bob Lowe, Joe Cooper, 
George Brown.

Excused:Jack Jones.  

Jim Lowe, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and ask Charlie Raines to open 
with prayer.  Committee members reviewed the February 10, 2009 Minutes and approved 
as submitted without change.  There was no Treasure’s Report or Trustee Account 
Balances available for review.

Old Business: Committee members discussed the current Kitchen P&P rewrite and on a 
motion by Charlie and second by George Brown, agreed to recommend to Session at the 
March meeting.  Unanimously approved.  

A request by the CDC to modify the new chair rail on the first floor of the Education 
Building was denied unanimously by the committee.   

New Business:The Christian Education Committee asks Property to make repairs to the 
3rd floor hallway area where the current sink and water fountain exist.  After discussing, 
the committee agreed to purchase and install a new utility sink with cabinet.  Charlie will 
check out the unit specs by Liz Greene.  

Charlie presented bids for the Fencing in the playground that would better protect the 
HVAC equipment.  He will take the low bid to the CDC Director.

The committee approved a request from Ann Wilburn to use the Fellowship Hall on 
Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 7:00 pm for six weeks to teach beginning line dancing.  
All church functions that may fall on a Thursday during that time period will have 
priority over the dance time.

The committee discussed Handrail access for the B-Street entrance.  McNeil Fence is to 
be contacted to discuss the fabrication and cost for both B-Street and the Church/CDC 
entrance.

Joe Cooper and Tom Titus have committed to painting the men’s restroom adjacent to the 
fellowship hall.  The committee also approved the purchase of an automatic lavatory 
faucet to replace the existing older hardware.



Committee members discussed in length a request from the CDC for a security system 
that would help offer a more secure environment for the children.  Although a reasonable 
request, the committee had difficulty determining if the proposed system could/would be 
used by church members who frequently attend church functions during CDC operating 
hours, i.e., Young at Heart, Friday Prayer Group, etc.  Other questions to be answered 
were things like, can the system be wireless, have a computer tracking system (who came 
in and out), can the system be disabled for certain times, DVR, spec’s for the camera’s 
and perhaps contacting a 
security company to help make recommendations that may better work for all parties.  
With the aging population of church members, there was not a good feeling that a pin 
number would work and we do not want to give the impression we are locking down the 
church to those who have been members for many, many years.  The committee agreed to 
table the matter and pursue additional information. 

The committee was asked to look at placing security camera(s) in the kitchen in light of 
current thefts.  It was felt this should be part of an overall security system approach for 
the church and included as a part of the CDC request.  

In light of a current fall on the side walk, Jim will contact the city of SC to determine if 
any of our sidewalks are on city right-a-way and subject to repair by the city.  The 
committee will investigate tripping hazards on the sidewalks and determine the cost of 
repairs.

Miscellaneous Information: Bob Cruickshank agreed to take a stab at drafting an 
Emergency Call Policy for the committee.  Bob Eads is to work on repairs for Becky’s 
desk and the light fixture in the Haiti storage area under the B-Street steps needs 
replaced.

For Session Approval: Motion to approve the current revision of the “Kitchen Use 
Policy and Procedure” and attached “Checklist”.

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, April 7, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

There being no further business to come before the committee, Jim adjourned the meeting 
with prayer at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jim Lowe



Fellowship Committee 
March 3, 2009

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ATTENDING: Jan Long, Pat Kent, Charlotte Raines, 
Roberta Cooper, Jack Smith, Sandy Melton, and Gary McGrew

We discussed session retreat ideas for Fellowship Committee activities.

WOW MEALS: We planned WOW meals for the rest of the year. 
April 1 will be the Easter Celebration. Missions will provide pizza. We will provide 
salad and dressings along with drinks—lemonade and fruit drinks.
April 8 NO WOW.
April 15 Crown Catering—Meatloaf, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans rolls, 7-
layer salad, and Italian Crème Cake.
April 22 Crown Catering—Ham and Cheese Braid, broccoli-cheese-rice casserole, fried 
cabbage, fruit salad, cookies and ice cream.
April 29 will be the Martin Luther King, Jr. Male Chorus and their families. Menu will 
be Chicken, Macaroni and cheese, baked beans, garden salad, rolls, and cookies. Becky 
Letart has agreed to cater for us next year. Jan will be in charge of publicity for that 
event.

CHURCH CHATS are taken care of for the remainder of the year thanks to the many 
groups who take part.  A “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” Church Chat is planned for 
July 12. We will ask Tom Titus to get us a date for a Church Evening there perhaps the 
following Saturday. 

WOW will resume on Wednesday September 16. Sandy will ask Lois Coffey, bell 
player, if she is available for our program for opening night.

The Church picnic is Sunday, September 20. Charlotte will call about getting Shelter 2 at 
Little Creek Park for that date. 
Sandy closed in prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sandy Melton



Education Committee
March 3, 2009

The March meeting of the Christian Education Committee Meeting was opened with 
prayer.  Liz Greene, Nancy Bennett, Becky Kimmons, and Marchetia Bailey were 
present.

Old Business:

Standing goal is to have the following completed before the CDC Open House April 19:

�x Strip and wax floor in 3rd floor Sunday School room

�x Remove old sink and fountain on 3rd floor and replace with new utility sink

�x The stage for the 3rd floor Sunday School room is in the planning stages, Ray Holley has 
volunteered to get an estimate for the materials and to construct the stage.  He has also 
volunteered to paint the Sunday School room mural.

New Business:

�x There will be a Vacation Bible School Meeting March 4.

�x In an effort to grow our Sunday School, there is a new addition to the Presby Press: the 
Kid’s Corner.

�x The committee members began planning for our Easter Event April 1 with a worksheet 
created by Judy Lowe.  Committee members discussed the resources and volunteers 
needed for the planned activities, such as cookie decorating and egg walk. The evening 
will begin with a meal at 5:45. 

�x The meeting was closed with prayer.   The next committee meeting will be April 7.



Communication Committee
March 3, 2009

The Communication Committee met on Tuesday, March 3, at ~ 7:05 p.m. in the parlor.  
Attendees were Mary Patteson, David Hoffman, Mary Beth Patteson, Gary McGrew, and 
Dave Long and Malissa Smith, co-chairs.

Dave Long opened the meeting with prayer and passed out an agenda for review.

Two cards were prepared for mailing: 1 sympathy and 1 congratulatory. Gary clarified 
the types of cards that are generated from the church office versus the cards the 
committee should and is sending. Mary Beth will purchase Happy Easter cards and Gary 
will provide a list for distribution. The church office will generate invitations to go to 
visitors for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter Services.

The Friendship Pad schedule for March was discussed and confirmed.

We discussed the Bread Ministry and the possibility of offering other items instead of or 
in addition to bread. Malissa mentioned that she had seen coffee cups used in this 
manner. We will continue to brainstorm for other ideas.

The Tape Ministry and Friday Prayer Fellowship were briefly discussed – these continue 
to operate smoothly.

Transportation to Morning Worship services was discussed, and Dave Long provided an 
update on the transportation schedule for Guy Cain. This list is being coordinated with 
the list for Tom Haines which Lee Snyder has prepared through the end of June. We also 
discussed providing transportation for other members, including Barney Bright, Bill 
Catlett (when he is able) and possibly Mary Fran Burnette.

The New Member/50-Year Member Reception will be held April 5th as one of this 
committee’s Church Chats. Invitations will be generated from the office and Gary will 
provide guidance on the recognitions.

We discussed the possibility of changing the name of the church’s website from 
wwjdpresby to a name that better identifies this church. Gary indicated he would talk to 
Greg Smith to see how difficult this would be. Gary also emphasized that we should be 
looking into other web-based sites to get our message out, including Youtube, Facebook, 
etc., and applauded Lisa Calderwood’s efforts on the Youth webpage. (Gary spoke with 
Greg after the meeting who indicated the name change would not be that difficult, except 
for finding one not already in use – this will be up to the committee.)

Along with the website, we discussed other ways of communicating who we are and what 
we do. Ideas include bumper stickers, pens, the previously mentioned coffee cups, etc. 
Gary indicated the best time to launch a major publicity campaign was during a major 
event, and mentioned the church’s 90th Anniversary which will be celebrated in June. 



This would also be a very good time to launch the new website name. 90th Anniversary 
T-shirts were discussed and we will continue to brainstorm on these ideas.

Malissa lead a discussion on digitally recording the morning worship service so it would 
be available on the website and other web-based media previously discussed. DVD’s 
could also be sent to shut-ins. Gary indicated he thought this might be cost-prohibitive for 
now, but will check with Greg Smith on this also. (Gary discussed this with Greg after 
the meeting; Greg indicated the cost has come down and may be doable now or very 
soon.) The committee will continue to work on making this a reality.

Gary concluded the meeting with prayer at ~ 8:40 p.m.

Administration Committee
March 3, 2009

Attendance:  Bruce Jeffries, Barbara Cruickshank, Becky Davison, and Wendy Nelson
Bruce Jeffries, Co-chair, called the Administration Committee to order at 7:00 pm 
on Tuesday, March 3, 2009 in the choir room.  Bruce opened the meeting with prayer.

New Business:
Bruce welcomed Becky Davison and Wendy Nelson to the Administration Committee.
The members reviewed the February minutes.  They were approved as written.
Bruce explained the duties and responsibilities of the committee to the two new members.  
An overview of the written procedures were reviewed.
On February 22nd, Bruce and Barbara performed an evaluation on Mark Hornbaker.  The 
outcome was very positive.  Mark was very candid with his remarks regarding his 
working relationship with all the people he is working with, both staff and members of 
the church.  He feels at home in our church setting.  The full results of the evaluation will 
be placed in his personnel file.  Overall we felt the evaluation went well.
The approximate dates for the 2009 evaluations of all the staff were reviewed and to be 
done with the time frame of their due dates.
We discussed the upcoming need to recruit members to sit on the Nominating Committee 
for the election of new Elders for the next session.
The committee discussed the upcoming “Staff Appreciation Day” that being scheduled 
for May 3, 2009.  We will have a more definite idea of our plans by our April meeting.

Newsletter/Bulletin Items:
The committee will prepare a brief statement for the Bulletin and next Newsletter giving 
some overall information about the May 3rd Staff Appreciation Day celebration 
requesting all staff members to attend church or at least church chat that day.

Next Meeting Date/Adjournment:
The Administration Committee is scheduled to meet again on Tuesday, April 7th at 7:00 
pm.  The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Barbara Cruickshank.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Cruickshank


