


/ Welcome Home! \

You enter this church not as a stranger but as one who is intimately known by
Jesus Christ, who desires to be your Savior and Friend. Come, then, with joy and
thanksgiving into Christ’s Presence, where you will discover peace and purpose.
We are people committed to Jesus Christ and His works of grace, hope, and
compassion in our community today. If you are seeking a Church Home, you are
invited to join this church family by your profession of faith in Jesus Christ.
Thank you for being here!

We encourage you to come downstairs to our Fellowship Hall after the worship
hour, for good food, good fellowship, good conversation. Also, Elders will be
available to share information about church programs and volunteer opportunities.
To notify the church of illness, hospitalization, or death, or to pass along a prayer
request, or to request homebound Communion, please call the Church Office at
744-2333. Our office hours are 7:00 am to 3:00 pm, and there is voicemail, also.

Use the Prayer Request Card (found in your pew) to write the names of those
who are sick or have other concerns. You are encouraged to join us in the Parlor
from 11:00 until noon on Friday mornings for a time of silent and spoken prayers,
as we bring our concerns before God. If you cannot be with us in person, we ask
you to remember the congregation in your prayers at that same time.

/ SUNDAY SCHOOL \ / Nursery is provided in our \

Care Room, located on

MEETS 9:45 am EACH WEEK Sanctuary Level, B Building
Children  (Third Floor A Building) Children through fifth grade
Paula McGrew may come forward
Teens (Third Floor B Building) during Time with Our Children

Dave Long, Lisa Calderwood

Adults (Lower Level A Building)
The Bible Class Jim Lowe
The Fellowship Class Tom Davis

k Graham Shoy K /

And afterwards
children through 2™ grade
may leave with a Sunday Samaritan




Christmas in July

w Ecclesia Reformata, Semper Reformanda
—— The L ®aydds Juy 25 2010

Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born!
And God sent us salvation

That blessed Christmas morn!

If you are new to the First Presbyterian Church of South Charleston, welcome!
Please sign the Visitor Card, located in your pew rack, and place in offering plate.

Praise “Do You Hear What | Hear?

Call to Worship from Zephaniah 3: 120

Pastor Sing aloud, O sons and daughters! Shout, O people of God!
For the LORD your God has come today and is in your midst!

People  The LORD will rejoice over you with gladness!
The LORD will exult over you with loud singing!
He saves the lame, gathers the outcast, and brings us home!

Pastor Almighty God of grace, mercy, and peace:
We gather to praise You and we worship You,

People  For You came to us in the silence, while all lay sleeping,
To enter our dark and broken world as Light and Hope!
For in Him is your magnificent gift of salvation,

Pastor We thank You for your Son, born of a humble handmaid,
For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.

People In His Face we behold your glory, your Love, your mercy,
And so we respond and give, even as we have received,
That indeed our whole lives be gifts of exaltation to You!

Adoration “O Come, All Ye Faithfui No. 41

Peace The Peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you
Please greet your brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ



Ministry of Music “The Birthday of the King

Morning Prayer The People of God in Unison

Lord God, who are we, that You should come among us? Yet You have
visited your people and so brought forth forgiveness and hope into our
world. As we prepare now to celebrate His birth, make our hearts leap
for joy as we hear the story, to hear it all again, as if for the first time.
Exchange our doubts and cynicism for wonder, rejoicing, anticipation.

As you came to a poor young woman living in a bleak and dark world,
startling her with unlikely, improbable news, so also startle us this day
with the wonderful, good news of your love, reconciliation, renewal.
In this hour, be born again in us, with all your beauty, kindness, love,
and holy truth, in Jesus our Lord, a bright, shining light in the night.

The Lordds Prayer Page 16
Response “Good Christia Friends, Rejoice No. 9
Time With Our Children

Offertory “What Child is This?

Scripture Luke 1: 46-55 Bible Page 88

My soul magnifies the Lord!
And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior!

Response “0O Come, O Come, Emmantel Congregation

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here!
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night. And deat hds dar k shado
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel! Shall come to thee, O Israel!

Lesson “Rejoice! God is in the Middle of this Mess” Gary McGrew
Blessing

Dedication “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child No. 27



Gary McGrew, Pastor

Dot Thomas, Director of Music Ministry Mark Hornbaker, Choral Director
Bob & Barbara Cruickshank, Dwight & Marilyn Sherman, Ushers
Lisa Calderwood, Sunday Samaritan Luncheon for all, Church Chat Fellowship

Flowers are placed in the Sanctuary this morning
by Chris & Kim Cobb to the glory of God and in honor
of their daughter, Lindsey, in celebration of her 9" birthday

Christmas in July Worship Service

Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus in the spirit of the true
meaning of Christmas, without the cultural distractions. This
annual worship service comes in the summer at a time when the
usual associated frenzy of preparing for the holiday is not a factor.
In July, there is no glitter, no commercialism, no twinkling lights,
no tree, no reindeer, no fruit cakes. We are able to focus solely of
the birth of Jesus (incarnation) and what this means for our world

For the first three hundred years of the Church, the birth of Christ
was celebrated in the spring. In 354 AD Bishop Liberius decreed
that Christ’s birth would be remembered on December 25.

This would coincide with the pagan feast of the sun god Mithra
and an earlier-established Roman celebration of the sun at the solstice,
also December 25. Therefore, by strategically placing Christmas
in December, Liberius wanted to counteract these pagan festivals

Instead of worshipping the sun, Christians worshipped the Son

After Morning Worship

A Luncheon for all will be served by the Mission Committee.
There is no charge for the luncheon, but donations will be accepted
to provide food baskets at Christmastime this December
for less-fortunate families within our community.
Christmas Basket Envelopes are in your pew rack.




OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

The power of a simple gift to a child living in poverty, war torn countries,
and orphanages or living on the streets is amazing. You can provide that
simple gift by filling a shoebox with toys, books, stuffed animals,
toiletries, etc.; and letting that child know that someone cares and putting a
big smile on their face. We have a lot of shoeboxes to fill, and you can
help by buying gifts, paying for the postage, filling a shoebox yourself, or
giving money for someone to do the shopping. Since the fall is so busy,
we are starting in August to collect donations for the shoeboxes. There
will be a box for donations located in the Mizpah Room marked
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD.

If you fill a box yourself, please include a Christmas Card and tell the
child a little bit about yourself, which will make it special. (When YOU
receive a Christmas gift, there’s a card with it) It makes the gift so much
more personal and the child loves receiving the card.

The following is a list of the items needed:

cars, trucks, soft balls,

stuffed animals, legos, baby dolls
socks, caps, t-shirts, hairbrush, combs
coloring books, crayons

notepads, story books

yo-yo’s, hackey-sacks,

action figures, puzzles

purses, barrettes, jewelry, wallets
journals, pens, pencils, calculators
tooth brushes, tooth paste, soap, wash clothes
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The First Presbyterian Church of South Charleston website www.1stpresbyscwv.com
makes available Sunday morning worship bulletins, newsletters, Session information, and
youth group video. Also, posted on the website are the “Announcements for the Month”
as well as information about upcoming mission projects and fellowship opportunities.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS & DEEDS OF LOVE

Family, Friends, Neighbors

Bess Connolly at home
Mark Fountain at home
Jimmy Halstead at home
Betty Heidenreich at home
Anna Lewandowski at home
Cornelia Mcllwain at home
Mark Nance at home

Presbyterian

Child Development Center
Lineweaver Cottage, Davis-Stuart
Bluestone Camp & Retreat Center
Fort Liberte, Haiti

Presbytery of Nyeri, Kenya

Care Facilities

Jackie Anderson Charleston Gardens
Guy Cain Braley
Carole Faulkes Ridgemont
Pat Graham Teays Valley
Annabelle Hoppe Oak Ridge
Marilyn Smith Valley
Audra Thompson Marmet Center

Grace Workman  Braxton County Center

Lois Poe at home
Mary Ann Rapalee at home
Myrle Richardson at home
Glenn Robinson at home
Noreita Shamblin at home
Lucille Williamson at home
Sarabeth Wickert at home

Armed Services

David Boland husband of Sarah
Michael Byer grandson of the Byers
Duane Davis son of the
Chris Field son of Margaret
Jay Harper grandson of Jack Jones
Rich Hayes son of the
B.J. Jeffries grandson of the Jeffries
Randall Joering nephew of the Eads
Bret McCutcheon grandson of Phyllis
William White son of the Whites






